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Statement of the Hypothesis (LCS)

The higher the behavioral costs, the smaller the effects of an 
attitude on behavior

� In other words: Attitude-Behavior correlations are expected to be 
higher in low-cost than in high-cost situations

� The hypothesis connects RCT with research on the attitude 
behavior relationship

� Diekmann & Preisendörfer (1992, 1998, 2003): LCS implies an 
interaction effect between costs and attitudes on behavior, both
in action-theoretic as well as in statistical terms
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Note

This hypothesis is not identical to the law of demand

Law of demand

Low-Cost hypothesisLow-Cost hypothesis
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In low-cost situations, many actors are “almost” indifferent 
between attitudent-congruent and attitude-incongruent 
behavior. Hence, in this situation strength of attitudes can 
make the difference for many actors

In high-cost situations almost no actor is indifferent
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Two Test Strategies

• Global measure of costliness 
of different forms of 
environmental behavior

• Specific measures of costs 
within selected forms of 
environmental behavior
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� Studies working with assumptions regarding cost situations 
often find supporting evidence (e.g. Braun & Franzen 1995; 
Rauhut & Krumpal 2008)

� Studies working with direct measures of cost situations often 
find negative evidence (e.g. Best 2008; Liebe 2007; Schahn 2000; 
Mayerl 2010)
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Take-Home Messages

� Statistical models (latent variable conception as in logit or probit) 
of an additive action-theoretic version of LCH involve nonlinear 
effects of attitudes on behavior, which are moderated by costs

� Best & Kroneberg (2013) explicate the basic intuition by 
Diekmann & Preisendörfer (1998) and show that it is sound

� Still, their approach has two flaws:

� In logit or probit regressions testing the additive LCH 
interaction effects should not be included

� The claim that LCH necessarily involves action-theoretic 
interaction effects is unwarranted
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� In high-cost situations there is high motivation to engage in 
reflection

� Hence, attitude-behavior correlations should be higher in low-
cost situations, provided there is enough opportunity to reflect
and the attitude is highly accessible

� Regarding environmental behaviors the opportunity to reflect 
can generally be assumed

� Interesting question for further research: Can the mixed 
evidence regarding LCH be (partially) explained by the 
moderating role of attitude-accessability?
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� Why is it taken for granted that the LCH “must” be grounded in 
a RCT model? 

� Why this focus on costs, i.e., why are benefits neglected? 
Shouldn‘t an appropriate statement of the LCH read as follows:

The attitude-behavior relationship is stronger in situations in which the 
decision maker is indifferent in terms of RCT variables
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� The low-cost hypothesis is the most debated aspect of 
attitude research in German speaking sociology

� The original statement of the hypothesis was vague 
and barely any theoretical justification was provided

� Interaction effects in action theory do not equal 
interaction effects in statistical models do not equal 
interaction effects between variables

� Fazio‘s MODE model generalizes the LCH and might 
also explain its mixed empirical evidence

� Classic example of how empirical research might 
actually harm scientific progress
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